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         PARKS and RECREATION ADVISORY COMMISSION  

     MINUTES 
     January 5, 2006 

Attendees: 
 
Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission Members 
              Committee Membership  
Frank McDavid, Chairman Clover Hill District Chair, Outreach and Greenways 

Advocacy Committee 
National Background Checks 

Jack Griffin, Vice Chairman Bermuda District Capital Projects Committee, 
 Athletics Activities Committee, 
Background Checks Committee 

Tim Mick, Acting Chairman 
(prior to PRAC vote) 

Bermuda District Chair, Capital Projects Committee 
Budget Committee 
Chair, Background Check 
Committee  

Bob Terrell Dale District Chair, Athletics Activities 
Committee 
Capital Projects Committee, 
Background Checks Committee 

Ron Maxey Midlothian District Capital Projects Committee 
Athletics Activities Committee 

Will Shewmake Midlothian District Outreach and Greenways Advocacy 
Committee 

Tim Russell Matoaca District Chair, Budget Committee 
Athletics Activities Committee, 
Background Checks Committee 

Earl Gee Matoaca District Budget Committee 
Athletics Activities Committee 

Not in Attendance:            
Lynn Crump, 2005 Chair School Board  Capital Projects Committee, 

Outreach and Greenways Advocacy 
Committee  

Dennis Harding, 2005 Vice 
Chairman 

Dale District Athletics Activities Committee  
Budget Committee 

Jose Sanchez Clover Hill District  

 
Parks and Recreation Staff 
 
Mike Golden, Director, Liaison Budget and Capital Projects Committees  
Lynell McClinton, Chief of Finance, Liaison Budget and Capital Projects Committees  
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Phil Innis, Assistant Director, Liaison Athletic Activities and Capital Projects Committees and 
Background Checks Committee 
Bruce Dove, Assistant Director, Liaison Athletic Activities and Capital Projects Committees   
Mark Askin, Chief of Parks, Liaison Capital Projects Committee 
Stuart Connock, Jr., Chief of Parks Design and Construction, Liaison Capital Projects and Outreach and 
Greenways  Advocacy Committees 
Bill Carlson, Athletics Manager, Liaison Athletic Activities Committee and Capital Projects Committee 
Dave Caras, Liaison Outreach and Greenways Advocacy Committee 
Rebecca J Parker, CPS/CAP, Secretary 
 
   2005 Standing Committees  

                Outreach and 
Budget               Capital Projects      Athletics Activities   Background Checks          Greenways 

Tim Russell, Chair Tim Mick, Chair Bob Terrell, Chair Tim Mick, Chair Frank McDavid, Chair 
Earl Gee Lynn Crump Earl Gee Jack Griffin Lynn Crump 
Dennis Harding Jack Griffin Jack Griffin Frank McDavid Will Shewmake 
Tim Mick Ron Maxey Dennis Harding Tim Russell   
 Bob Terrell Tim Russell Bob Terrell  
  Ron Maxey   

 
Speakers on Scheduled and Unscheduled Matters   
Don Grossman Chesterfield Disc Golf Club 
Rick Swyers Chesterfield Disc Golf Club 
Karen Pusey Miracle League 
Steve Hostetler Timmons Group 
Randy Carrington Huguenot Little League 
Blake Eller Chesterfield Baseball Club 
Scott Southworth ASA 
Dante Johnson Richmond Flames 
Sherman Litton Chairman, Planning Commission 

 
I. Acting Chairman, Tim Mick called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 
II. Invocation:  

  Tim Mick asked for a moment of silence to contemplate the challenges of the upcoming year and   
  to remember our troops in harms way. 
 

III. Approval of Minutes: 
Tim Mick made a motion to approve the minutes from December 1, 2005.  There were no changes. 
Earl Gee seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously approved. 

   
IV. Election of Officers: 

With a quorum present, Mike Golden read the names of the nominees: Dennis Harding and Frank  
  McDavid nominated for Chairman, and Jack Griffin nominated for Vice Chairman.  
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Eight Commission members were available to vote. The office of Chairman was voted as follows:  
 (5) Votes for Frank McDavid 
 (2) Votes for Dennis Harding 
 (1) Abstention 
Frank McDavid was elected Chairman. 
 
Chairman Frank McDavid called for the votes for Vice Chairman.  Eight Commission members were 
present. 
 
Jack Griffin received: 
 (7) Votes for Vice Chairman  
 (1) Abstention 
Jack Griffin was elected Vice Chairman. 
 

V. Changes to Agenda: Frank McDavid requested that the agenda be changed for committee reports to 
include the Commission approval of a memo to the Board of Supervisors, on behalf of PRAC, 
supporting a Green Infrastructure plan.  At the December 1, 2005, meeting the Outreach and 
Greenways Advocacy Committee proposed that a memo in support of a Green Infrastructure plan be 
written for Commission approval. 

 
VI. Parks and Recreation Director’s Remarks:   

Mike Golden reported to the Commission about the festive Department Christmas party held at 
Bensley Community Center. The Board of Supervisors had recognized all County employees selected 
as their department’s Employee of the Year during an earlier ceremony.  Parks and Recreation honored 
their selection, Susie Owens, as Employee of the Year during this party. 
 
Mike Golden asked Bruce Dove to report on the relocation of personnel at Parks for cross training.  
Mr. Dove reported that every four years managers are rotated. School and Park functions have been 
consolidated and changes have been made to accommodate the increased maintenance needs.  Parks is 
now organized into six maintenance districts, and it is anticipated that this change will reduce travel 
and have a positive impact on the budget.  The overall result of these changes should be better service 
and increased savings. Doug Salyers, chief of parks and school construction will be working more 
closely with the Commission and beginning tonight, with Jim Perdue’s attendance, a Park District 
Superintendent will be present at the monthly PRAC meetings. 
 
Mike Golden advised that the annual meeting with the County Administrator and Budget personnel 
would take place tomorrow.  Discussion would include next year’s budget and any upcoming issues.  
Mr. Golden asked for any input from the Commission.  Mr. Golden noted that Parks and Recreation 
would be more involved in the administration of County historical organizations. 

 
VII. Committee Reports: 

 
Commission Workshop Retreat Committee: 
Lynn Crump (proposed the workshop), Tim Mick, Will Shewmake and Frank McDavid volunteered to 
be on the committee that will work with Mike Golden to set an agenda for the January 21 workshop at 
Rockwood Nature Center.  A facilitator from VCU has submitted her resume for consideration.  The 
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agenda will include the general issue of safety and PRAC’s involvement in Risk Management issues as 
well as committee assignments. 
 
Budget Committee:   
Tim Russell reported that the committee had met this evening at 6:00 p.m.  The issue of pads for soccer 
goals was discussed.  Bruce Dove supplied the cost information.  Further involvement by PRAC with 
the larger issue of risk management will be discussed at the January 21 workshop retreat. 
 
Capital Projects Committee 
Chair Tim Mick advised that the committee did not meet.  Meeting dates have been distributed. The next 
meeting will be January 26, 2006, at 5:30 p.m., at Parks Central Maintenance office.  
 
Athletic Activities Committee  
Bob Terrell reported that the committee met on December 14, 2005, and again at 6:30 p.m. this evening.  
Topics discussed:  
- Safety equipment –The issue was determined to be broader than safety equipment and will be 

deferred until the January 21 PRAC Workshop Retreat. 
- Co-sponsorship/Club/Affiliated Agreement – Mr. Bob Terrell stressed that organizations should 

attend public hearings, because changes could be made during these hearing that will affect their 
schedules. (Revised agreement on page 5) 

- Hall of Fame criteria- The Hall of Fame criteria was changed as follows: 
 
CRITERIA FOR SELECTION 1. The nominee must reside in Chesterfield County  

     or have been a resident at the time the service  
     was performed.        
2.   His or her work must reflect outstanding  
      volunteer service. 
3. A nominee may be nominated more than once. 
4. Each nominator may nominate only one candidate per 

year. 
5. The candidate should have served in a volunteer position 

for an extended period of time. 
6. The organizations served by the candidate must be 

recognized as a sponsored, co-sponsored organization, or 
affiliated with the Parks and Recreation Department. 

7. The candidate’s efforts must have a lasting impact on the 
organizations or people served and the candidate’s 
activities must extend beyond involvement primarily 
intended to benefit self or family members. 

8. The candidate must be a person of high moral character. 
9. The candidate must not have received any remuneration 

for his volunteer efforts. 
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Bob Terrell advised that nominations would be accepted up to the last Friday in March.  The 
nominations would then be reviewed by PRAC in May and submitted to the Board of Supervisors for 
their approval.  The Board of Supervisors would honor the recipients in October. 
 
The revised Co-sponsorship/Club/Affiliated Agreement follows: 
             Note the additions to the type of co-sponsorship and contact information. 
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Phil Innis agreed with Mr. Shewmake that this issue was broader than soccer and would also be 
discussed at the January 21 meeting.  Phil Innis said that before a change is made which affects all the 
leagues, input is gathered from the leagues.  Frank McDavid restated the issue for clarity, explaining that 
the issue to be considered is safety as a whole and not just safety equipment.   Further discussion about 
accident reports, liability and Risk Management data was deferred until January 21. 
 
Outreach and Greenways Advocacy Committee  - Did not meet 
The Green Infrastructure Report was presented to PRAC on December 1, 2005, by Mary Kruse and 
Reuben Waller, Jr., on behalf of the Committee on the Future.  Frank McDavid discussed the draft 
memo from PRAC to the Board of Supervisors in support of a Greenway Infrastructure Plan.  Lynn 
Crump composed the memo and Will Shewmake and Frank McDavid reviewed and agreed with the 
content.  Will Shewmake noted that the memo directly references the points in the Committee on the 
Future’s final report.  Will Shewmake made a motion to approve the memo and forward it to the Board 
of Supervisors.  Tim Mick seconded the motion.  There was no further discussion and the motion passed 
with seven Yes votes and one NO vote.  The approved memo for submission to the Board of Supervisors 
follows. 
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Stuart Connock reported that work on the Government Center Trail was progressing and the opening is 
planned for the first Saturday in June to coincide with National Trails Day.   
 
Background Checks Committee: 
Tim Mick advised that the committee had met and discussed a request from a cosponsored league to 
have background checks performed for league officials-- with the understanding that the league would 
pay for the checks. Mr. Mick said that the committee did not have a problem with the leagues’ request. 
Tim Mick noted that the Background Checks Committee did not have the final say and their 
recommendation was referred to Parks and Recreation.  Phil Innis advised that the issue had been 
forwarded to the Police Department. Frank McDavid asked Mr. Innis to contact the Police Department 
for an update. 

 
VIII. Hearing of Citizens on Unscheduled Matters–There were no requests to speak. 

 
IX. Old Business:   

 
Disc Golf 
Stuart Connock, Jr. advised that Mr. Todd Smith, who spoke to PRAC on December 1 about developing 
a Disc Golf course, had decided not to pursue co-sponsorship.   
 
Mr. Connnock introduced Mr. Don Grossman to the Commission.  Mr. Grossman had read an article 
about Disc Golf in the Village Observer and was interested in pursuing the development of a course.  
Mr. Grossman said he was a Chesterfield County resident and had been a participant in the sport for 
seven years. Mr. Grossman introduced Mr. Swyers, a long-time disc golf and sports participant and was 
employed as a schoolteacher in Chesterfield County.  
 
Mr. Grossman estimated the cost to purchase 18 baskets at $5,000.  Labor to install the equipment would 
be voluntary. Ron Maxey confirmed with Stuart Connock, Jr. that the 12 acres available at Goyne Park 
would accommodate an 18-hole course.  The acreage had been changed from the original plan to allow 
space for the option of building future athletic fields.   
 
Co-sponsorship was recommended to this group as a process to partner with Parks and Recreation and 
request funding from District Improvement Funds, allocated by the Board of Supervisors. Mr. Grossman 
and Mr. Swyers initially (subject to change) named their organization the Chesterfield Disc Golf Club.   
Mike Golden explained that the Chesterfield Disc Golf Club could organize tournaments, but the 
majority of the time the course would be available to the public and would not be a private park for club 
use only. Mr. Swyers expressed his hopes that the community would adopt the park and use it regularly.  
Mr. Grossman said he would complete the application process and contact Stuart Connock, Jr.   
 
Tim Mick invited Mr. Grossman to the Capital Projects Committee meeting on January 26. 
 

X. New Business:  
 
Miracle League 
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Mike Golden said that in November, the Commission requested that Karen Pusey with Miracle League 
be invited back to give an update to PRAC.  Mr. Golden reported that he, Phil Innis and Bill Carlson had 
met at Bird High School to discuss the possible location of a Miracle League Field.  
 
Ms. Karen Pusey, president of Miracle League, thanked the Commission for inviting her back.   
Ms. Pusey described the Miracle League organization that began in 1997. A Miracle Field provides a 
recreational field that is safe for the physically and mentally challenged (see mission statement below). 
The material is similar to Astroturf. Ms. Pusey reported that many organizations had partnered with 
Miracle League, one of which was the Timmons Group.  Ms. Pusey introduced Steve Hostetler, with the 
Timmons Group to discuss plans for a Miracle League Field at Bird. 
 
Mr. Hostetler provided a graphic display of the area and described his proposal to the Commission. Mr. 
Hostetler said research had shown that there was sufficient population to support a field of this type.  
Another location had been under consideration but was not chosen because the children would have 
been somewhat isolated. Therefore, the plans for Bird High School were developed. Environmental 
restrictions dictated the location of the field. It was decided to locate the field on the flat surface area of 
three of the nine tennis courts.  Parking is also adjacent to the existing courts.  Further discussion 
included the multi-use properties of a Miracle Field noting that it is not limited to use by just a Miracle 
League. The properties of the field material afford a safe playing surface that would reduce preparation 
and maintenance, because it would not be necessary to line the field (the lines are painted) and water 
readily drains off the material. The only restriction to play on the field is that steel cleats cannot be worn 
because they would damage the material.  
 
Ms. Pusey advised that she was not concerned about raising the funds for this project and said many 
organizations had donated to Miracle League, including the Richmond Braves. Ms. Pusey reported that 
the Miracle League now consisted of 103 organizations and 26 fields had been completed and 60+ fields 
are under construction.   
 
Ms. Pusey said that they are not able to partner with Little League groups because only Little League 
groups can play on Little League sanctioned complexes. However, Chesterfield County can partner with 
Miracle League because they own the complexes and can maintain the facilities.  Ms. Pusey said it 
would be up to the parents whether their children played with Challenger or Miracle League—and that 
Little League could use the Miracle Field along with the Miracle League. Mike Golden advised that the 
Girls’ Softball League is very interested in this project and are willing to run the regular program at this 
facility. Mr. Hostetler advised that the estimated costs for this particular field would be  
$ 250,000-$300,000.  
 
Sherman Litton said he had seen the plans but would not pre-judge. Ms. Pusey said she would rather not 
have to raise funds for the replacement of the two Parks and Recreation tennis courts that would be 
removed when the Miracle Field was installed.  The school must have 8 tennis courts to accommodate 
tournament play.  Ron Maxey questioned the time-line for replacing the two tennis courts and suggested 
that the project be funded through the CIP. 
 
Frank McDavid suggested that PRAC issue their support. Tim Mick made a motion that the Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Commission support the Miracle League Field at Bird Complex and after approval 
of this motion, formulate a letter to County Administrator, Planning Commission, Board of Supervisors 
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and the School Board expressing PRAC’s support.  Bob Terrell seconded the motion. Will Shewmake 
requested that the record reflect the motion was passed by acclamation.   
 
Ms. Pusey gave their website address as www.miracleleagueofrichmond.com. 
The following is an excerpt from that site. 
 
The mission of the Miracle League Association is to: 

�  Provide opportunities for children with disabilities to play Miracle League baseball, regardless    
     of their abilities  
�  Promote community support and sponsorship of Miracle Leagues  
�  Promote the construction of special facilities, which meet the unique needs of Miracle League  
     players and their families.  
 
We cannot change or cure the medical issues life has dealt our children with disabilities. What we 
can do is provide them with an opportunity to experience the joy and benefits, which come from 
playing our national pastime—Baseball!! 
 
 
Ms. Pusey invited Commission members to a live auction and gala scheduled at the Richmond Omni on 
February 4, 2006.  Approximately 500-600 supporters are expected to attend. 
 
Ms. Pusey thanked the Commission for their support. 
 
Daniel Park Field #2 Status 
 
Stuart Connock, Jr. reported that the system to repair the septic problem is scheduled to arrive on site 
next Tuesday. Repairs and renovations should be completed by tmid- March.  Contingency plans include 
port-a-johns.  The fields should not have to be disturbed in order to make the repairs. 

Fall Athletic Group Presentations 

Randy Carrington, president of the Huguenot Little League (HLL) 

Mr. Carrington reported that the 2005 season was very successful and he thanked Parks and Recreation 
for all their support. Mr. Carrington reported that there were 325 Fall Ball registrants that made up 4 T-
Ball, 6 Coach -pitched teams, 6 Minor, 2 Major, 3 Coach-pitched Minor, 2 Major and Junior softball 
teams and 4 Challenger applicants.  Mr. Carrington said that the Fall Ball program includes instruction. 
HLL runs a Premier Program that offers more competition. There were 9 teams in the Premier Program.  
Total Fall Ball participation was 433, including the Premier Teams.  

Mr. Carrington reported that requests had been received to extend the season to the week after Labor 
Day. 
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Blake Eller, Chesterfield Baseball Clubs (CBC) 

Mr. Eller introduced himself to the Commission as the new president of CBC. Mr. Eller has been 
involved in baseball and football since 1991.  Mr. Eller thanked the Commission and said that he is 
looking forward to a successful spring season. 

Scott Southworth, American Softball Association (ASA) 

Mr. Southworth advised that he is the Senior Deputy Commissioner with ASA. Mr. Southworth reported 
that they host a tournament the first week in November that has grown to 96 teams; 45 teams came from 
Pensylvania and Maryland last year. More teams are expected to attend this year.  He would like to 
request Daniel Park at Iron Bridge Park for two days.  Bill Carlson explained that there is a field-closing 
schedule for maintenance and that field closings are staggered to prevent all fields from being closed and 
to allow time for field maintenance. 

Dante Johnson, Richmond Flames 

Mr. Johnson reported that the Richmond Flames would like to have a football season in Chesterfield.  
Numerous players are Spanish-speaking and they need a place to play.  Age groups range for 18-30 
years. 

Phil Innis suggested that this issue be forwarded to the Athletic Activities Committee. Mr. Johnson was 
advised that he would be contacted. 

Sports Manual 
 
Kelly Hedley and Bill Carlson distributed the Sports Manual to the Commission and leagues. 
Mr. Carlson directed the Commission’s attention to the following pages in the Manual: 
 
Page 1 – The addition of a caveat that dates may change after the January 2006 PRAC meeting— 
               in reference to the Youth Opening and Closing Dates above the caveat. 
Page 8 – Cheerleading has been added to the Cosponsored Facility Allocation Timeline 
Page 9 – County website updated as well as hot line when fields are closed 
Page 11- Revised Co-sponsorship Policy issued 12/15/2005 
Page 19- Roster Due Dates and PRAC Presentations 
Page 45- Policy on Construction in Existing Park and School Site issued 12/15/05 
Page 52- Health Department Guidelines for Youth Athletic Organizations – Temporary Food  

   Establishment. 
Page 79- Cosponsored Agreement – contact information changes 
 

XI. Reports:   
 
- Construction Status Report 
Stuart Connock, Jr. distributed the Status report and advised he would answer questions. 
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Discussed were the following projects: 
 

- Acquistion Projects – Donation parcel along James River 175+ and property adjacent to Ettrick 
Park. 

- Lights at Bettie Weaver football site- costs have had been received.  Ron Maxey requested costs to 
use in his fundraising efforts for a multi-purpose, field with an all-weather surface at James River. 

- All-weather surface at Clover Hill High School– project did not make the cut but is in CIP 
- Erosion at Huguenot- Mr. Connock will meet with representatives to walk the site. Will Shewmake 

asked Randy Carrington to direct them to the erosion of the red clay at this site. 
 
 Status of Co-sponsored Leagues  
 
Phil Innis advised that leagues are currently renewing their agreements.  Permanent concession fees are 
due in December. All but three have paid. If payment is received by December 31, the fee is 10% of the 
gross receipts, if payment is received after December 31; the fee is 12% of the gross receipts. 
 

XII Public Hearings:  None 
 

XIII Recommendation of Agenda Items for Thursday, February 2, 2006: 
 

• Spring Soccer Assignments 
• AISL and Chesterfield United Soccer Meeting on January 17 – Athletic Activities Committee 
• Items from the January 21 Workshop Retreat 

 
Frank McDavid and Jack Griffin thanked the Commission for their confidence and support.  Jack 
Griffin will conduct the February 6, 2006, meeting in the absence of the Chairman. 
 

XIV Adjournment: 
Frank McDavid made a motion to adjourn the meeting.   Bob Terrell seconded the motion.  There was 
no further discussion and the motion passed with unanimous vote. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
Minutes submitted by Rebecca J. Parker CPS/CAP 
 
 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday, February 2, 2006, 
 at the Central Library Rooms A & B 

 


